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Male Voices is filled with stories of boys and men participating 
in the creation of music. It brings together leading thinkers and 
practitioners in the field of music from the conductor of the 
award-winning, mould-breaking Birralee Blokes, Paul Holley, who 
comments on the phenomenal success of his choir, through to 
internationally recognised scholars, Dr Scott Harrison and Dr 
Bob Smith, who bring research into adolescent participation and 
indigenous music-making respectively. This book offers a variety 
of viewpoints. Academics help to position the study of male 
engagement in music throughout the life cycle, while teachers 
in private and state schools across the country offer their views 
alongside those of professional musicians.

The book also focuses on the interface of technology and music, 
instrumental music, and how music contributes to academic skills, 
social interaction and life skills. From the banks of the Yarra to 
remote communities of the Far North, Male Voices presents a 
diverse range of experiences, with parents, teachers, musicians, 
men and boys offering perspectives on their experience of music, 
for the benefit and understanding of others.

“From the earliest time I can remember, singing has been 
second nature to me, like breathing. I will be forever grateful 
to my teachers, mentors and fellow artists, (who) showed me 
through their passion and love of music that it could be the most 
honourable and fulfilling way to not only make a living, but also 
make a contribution to the world we live in. Music has given me 
the opportunity to leave a legacy, which I know this book will also 
serve, for many years to come.”

Jonathon Welch 
Australian of the Year – Local Hero 2008 
Founding Music Director, Choir of Hard Knocks

Chapters include:

1	 Aussie blokes and music 

2	� ‘Without music I’d just be another kid’: Boys and the choral 
experience 

3	 A boys’ music ecosystem 

4	 Music making in adolescence and beyond 

5	� The singing classroom: Singing in classroom music and its 
potential to transform school culture

6	 Sharing music with Indigenous Australian boys 

7	� ‘Girls and boys come out to play’: My journey, gender and 
education 

8	� Talking technology: Boys engaging in music in single-sex and 
co-educational environments Scott 

9	� Boys in a small rural school: Developing a culture of 
confidence and success 

10	 Singing throughout life at Melbourne High School 

11	 The Birralee blokes 

12	 The Ten Tenors: Mateship through music
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About the Editor
Scott D. Harrison is Lecturer in Music and Music Education at 
Griffith University with teaching and research duties across 
the Faculty of Education and Queensland Conservatorium. 
A graduate of Queensland Conservatorium, Dr Harrison has 
experience in teaching singing and music in primary, secondary 
and tertiary environments across state and private sectors. 
Performance interests and experience include opera and music 
theatre as both singer and musical director. His teaching areas 
focus on teacher education, and the supervision of doctoral 
candidates at the Conservatorium. Dr Harrison maintains contact 
with school-age activities through Griffith University’s Young 
Conservatorium. He is an internationally recognised scholar 
in the field of males’ involvement in music, a field in which he 
has presented extensively. Dr Harrison is the current National 
President of the Australian National Association of Teachers of 
Singing and is in demand across the country as an examiner, 
adjudicator and clinician.

Contributors include

Kirralee Baldock is a music teacher at Glossop High School, South Australia. 

Kirralee also coordinates 22 primary schools each year for the Riverland and 

Mallee Primary Schools Music Festival Choir. Kirralee has been teaching for  

eight years.

Melbourne tenor Curtis Bayliss is a graduate of the Faculty of Music at The 

University of Melbourne. As a performer, Curtis has had diverse range of 

experiences, from classical works with Opera Australia, the Australian Ballet and 

Victoria State Opera, to rock bands and rock musicals.

Anita Collins is Convener of Primary and Secondary Music Education at the 

University of Canberra. She specialises in boys’ education, curriculum design, 

thinking styles and conducting,

Clare Hall is Lecturer in Performing Arts in the Faculty of Education, Monash 

University. Her background is in music education across all levels. She has a special 

interest in gender and music, early childhood and music education sociology.

Since 1997, Matthew Hickey has performed around the world as a member 

and director of Brisbane-based ensemble The Ten Tenors. In 2001, Matthew 

was awarded the Centenary Medal by the Commonwealth of Australia for 

distinguished service to the Australian Music Industry.

Paul Holley conducts two ensembles for Brisbane Birralee Voices: The Birralee 

Blokes – the ABC Classic FM Choir of the Year – and Resonance of Birralee. 

In addition to these two ensembles, he directs the adult chamber choir, Choral 

Connection, and he is also Director of Choral Music at Brisbane Girls  

Grammar School.

Dr Anne Lierse is Director of Music at Melbourne High School, where she 

teaches VCE music, piano and chamber music, and conducts the symphony 

orchestra.

Jeremy Ludowyke is currently principal of Melbourne High School. Jeremy is a 

board member of the Victorian Schools Innovation Commission and the Youth 

Research Centre for Melbourne University.

Scott Anthony Mason is currently the Director of Performing Arts at All Saints 

Anglican School, a co educational Anglican school on the Gold Coast  

in Queensland.

Resident in the Northern Territory since 1986, Dr Robert G. Smith is a past 

president of the Australian Society for Music Education and the Northern 

Territory Institute for Educational Research.

Danny Spillane is Teaching Principal at Kentucky Public School in New South 

Wales. Danny has also initiated a music program for 360 students from small, 

isolated schools to build, and learn to play, their own musical instruments 

– culminating in performances at the Sydney Opera House and Sydney 

Entertainment Centre.

Anthony Young teaches and conducts at St Laurence’s College in South Brisbane. 

The school boasts a choral program involving over 150 boys in four choirs. 

Anthony presently conducts the Brotherhood Choir, a tenor–bass group of 80 

singers, and the 24-voice Chamber choir.


