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This volume draws together leading researchers and practitioners in voice pedagogy in Australia. 
The collection is designed to be an ongoing resource for singing teachers, and the publication is

aligned with the Australian National Association of Teachers of Singing. The book serves as a snapshot
of work in the field, and encompasses voice science, studio pedagogy  and the role of the performer-
teacher. It transcends genre boundaries and includes chapters on opera, music theatre, choral music, jazz,
worship singing and cabaret.

EDITED BY
SCOTT HARRISON is a senior lecturer in music and music education and co-ordinates research
higher degrees at Queensland Conservatorium, Griffith University. A graduate of Queensland
Conservatorium and the University of Queensland, Dr Harrison has experience in teaching singing
and music in primary, secondary and tertiary environments. Performance interests and experi-
ence include opera and music theatre as both singer and musical director. His teaching areas
focus on teacher education, research design and gender. His major research areas are music and
wellbeing, vocal education, music teacher education and masculinities and music.
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This book represents a milestone in Australian studies of singing. It celebrates the work of an extensive, diverse yet
expert group of researchers who share a passion for scholarly and professional engagement with the behaviour and
development of singing. This is an important publication, not least because the multi-professional focus collectively
provides a holistic view of why singing is a core and shared feature of our humanity. 

Professor Graham Welch
Institute of Education University of London

President of International Society for Music Education

This volume is a milestone achievement in pedagogic
literature. Its integration of art and science in teaching
extends over an exceptionally broad range, speaking
with equal authority to training for classical, music
theatre, jazz, praise, and commercial music. Clearly,
there is a thriving culture of pedagogic curiosity and
excellence in Australia that can serve as a model for
the rest of the world.

Professor Scott McCoy
President National Association of Teachers of Singing

(United States)

Perspectives on Teaching Singing is a ‘must-read’ 
for voice pedagogues around the world. Its content
transcends nationality by addressing universal
subjects related to the study of singing. Editor Scott
Harrison has most ably shepherded a diverse group 
of authors who literally and expertly cover the Bach 
to rock of our profession. The book helps us to see
where we’ve been, where we are today, and where we
might be in the future.

Robert Edwin 
Associate Editor — NATS Journal of Singing 



AUSTRALIANACADEMICPRESS  

  Publishers for the Behavioural and Social Sciences since 1987

Buy online www.aapbooks.com
Knowledge  |  Behaviour  |  Discovery

Perspectives onPerspectives on
Teaching SingingTeaching Singing

Australian Vocal Pedagogues Sing Their Stories

Edited by Scott Harrison

Chapter 1
The State of Play: Voice Teaching
in Australia in the 21st Century

Scott D. Harrison

Chapter 2
Singing Teaching as a Profession

Jean Callaghan

Chapter 3
Performers as Teachers: A Tertiary Perspective

Margaret Schindler

Chapter 4
Eminent Singers’ Recollections of Learning
to Sing: The Importance of “Fit”
Between Singer and Singing Teacher

Jessica O’Bryan

Chapter 5
Classical Voice Pedagogy in the
Greater Newcastle Region of New South Wales:
The Singing Teacher’s Perspective

Paul McMahon

Chapter 6
Singing Teaching and Science:
An Ancient Symbiosis

Sally Collyer

Chapter 7

You Want Me to Think About What?!
A Discussion About Motor Skills and the Role
of Attentional Focus in Studio Voice Teaching

Adele Nisbet

Chapter 8
Knowledge and Skill in Teaching Registers:
A Reflection on Practice

Rowena Cowley

Chapter 9
Vocal Registration in Young Voices — 
A Balancing Act

Elizabeth Willis

Chapter 10
Building Voices and Concepts:
Thirteen Annotated Vocal Exercises
for Studio and Choral Rehearsal

Noel Ancell

Chapter 11
Music Theatre Voice: Production,
Physiology and Pedagogy

Tracy Bourne, Maëva Garnier and Dianna Kenny

Chapter 12
Reflective Journaling in the Singing Studio

Cathy Aggett

Chapter 13
Breaking Through the Frames of Custom:
A Sociocultural Approach to Learn Singing

Lotte Latukefu

Chapter 14
One Size Doesn’t Fit All: Tailored Training
for Contemporary Commercial Singers

Irene Bartlett

Chapter 15
Developing Vocal Artistry in 
PopularCulture Musics

Diane Hughes

Chapter 16
Jazz Improvisation: The Voice Teacher’s Challenge

Wendy Hargreaves

Chapter 17
Teaching the Contemporary Worship Singer

Daniel K. Robinson

Chapter 18
Showtime! — Teaching Music Theatre
and Cabaret Singing

Pat H. Wilson

Chapter 19
Advocating for Change: Interdisciplinary
Voice Studies in Australian School Education

Diane Hughes and Jean Callaghan

Contents


