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What a great year this has been for ANATS Queensland. Once again, our chapter’s 
calendar has been packed with professional development, networking, regional 
engagement, and collaboration with partner organisations. It has been a pleasure to 
work with such a dedicated and enthusiastic committee to make it all happen. At the 
close of the financial year, we had 140 active members, comprising 125 Full 
Members, 10 Student Members and 5 Life Members. Wendy will provide further 
detail on our membership shortly.  

This financial year, our chapter delivered two major professional development 
events, three networking and social events, and a post-event webinar. We also 
continued our support of the singing community via three competition sponsorships 
and two bursary offerings. All in all, it has been another busy and rewarding year. 

2025/2026 Professional Development Events 

National Conference: Inspiring Voices  

3-6 July 2025  

The financial year started off with a bang, with the National conference in Melbourne 
from the 3rd–6th July, 2025. As I mentioned in my report last year, this event was very 
well attended by Queenslanders, with around 50 attendees from our chapter. 
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with a particular emphasis on the collegial 
and welcoming feeling of the event.  

Cheers & Chats (following chapter AGM) 

3rd August, 2025 

This was followed by an enjoyable networking and social event, on the 3rd of August, 
connected to our previous AGM around this time last year. This was held at the 
Cellar at the Raven, West End.  

A Day with Kittie Verdolini-Abbot: Mastering the “how” of singing teaching 

26th October, 2025  

In October of 2025, we hosted the delightful Prof. Katherine (Kittie) Verdolini Abbott 
for a full-day in-person event. Kittie is a Speech-Language Pathologist from the USA, 
and a globally recognised expert in the application of perceptual motor learning 
theory to voice training. With fifty-one in-person attendees, the event was a very high 



energy learning opportunity. The breakout groups were a particular crowd favourite 
in this event, and we aim to continue including similar practical, small group sessions 
in future events.  

Virtual event (Catch up webinar): Mastering the “how” of singing teaching  

December, 2025–January, 2026 

Following the in-person event, we launched an on-demand webinar version of the 
event, which attracted a further 25 registrations, extending the reach of this exciting 
professional development opportunity to interstate attendees. The event broadly 
broke even financially, with the webinar helping to offset remaining catering costs 
from the live presentation. Aside from one request for clearer video-recording quality 
(which we are working on!), the feedback for both formats was extremely positive 
and reinforced the value of bringing internationally recognised presenters to 
Queensland. This event was convened by Ireni Utley and me, with event 
subcommittee Ajhriahna Henshaw and Shaun Kohlman. Thanks to Kittie, and to May 
Poon of ENT Laser Hearing & Speech Therapy Centre in Hong Kong for her 
partnership on this event which allowed us to bring Kittie to Australia.  

Christmas “Cheers and Chats” 

7th December, 2025  

To round out the year, ANATS Queensland hosted a Christmas Cheers and Chats in 
December 2025. Event convenors were Ireni Utley and Dale Cox. Held in a relaxed 
social setting, this informal gathering provided members with an opportunity to 
celebrate the year’s achievements, reconnect with colleagues, and welcome newer 
members into the ANATS community.  

Regional Singing Symposium: Mackay  

14th–15th February, 2026  

Supporting our regional members remains a key priority for The Queensland 
Chapter, and this year we were delighted to deliver our second Regional Singing 
Symposium, this time in Mackay. The symposium program was jam-packed with 
content, including adolescent voice change for both males and females, registration 
and voice science, and practical singing and choral pedagogy.  

Thirty-nine attendees participated in the symposium, which also attracted five new 
ANATS memberships. It was warmly received by the Mackay singing community, 
with attendees expressing their thanks to ANATS for the opportunity to spend time 
learning and connecting with their colleagues from the local area.   

Regional events such as these are often expected to make a loss, which can be 
covered by more profitable and less costly events in metropolitan areas. Although 



this event did operate at an approximate loss of $400, this is considerably less than 
the committee anticipated and I believe it was a very worthwhile investment in 
serving regional teachers and increasing engagement in North Queensland. 

Special thanks to event convenor Wendy Rolls for her incredible efforts leading the 
powerhouse regional sub-committee: Breanna Sweet, Ireni Utley, and Claudia 
Marcus. ANATS members and Mackay locals Leisa Persson and Sharon Thompson 
also assisted with planning and delivery of the event on the ground. Thank you all for 
your time and efforts in not only organising this event, but in laying the groundwork 
for future regional symposia.  

World Voice Day “Sip and Sing” 

19th April, 2026  

To celebrate World Voice Day in April, ANATS Queensland hosted its inaugural Sip 
and Sing event at The Raven Hotel in West End. Designed as a relaxed networking 
opportunity with a singalong twist, the free event brought members and friends 
together to connect and celebrate the joy of singing. Committee member Dave 
Spicer generously facilitated around 45 minutes of delightful group singing and 
improvisation. ANATS provided light refreshments, and the event was well-received 
by the approximately 20 attendees. I expect this won’t be our last Sip and Sing 
event, as it was not only lots of fun, but sounded incredible! Thanks to convenor 
Sierra Webb, along with Dave Spicer and Grace Arnell for organising this thoroughly 
enjoyable event.  

Sponsorships, Bursaries and Collaborations 

This year, ANATS Queensland continued its commitment to supporting singers, 
singing teachers, and partner organisations through a range of sponsorships and 
collaborations. A new initiative this year was the allocation of two Queensland travel 
bursaries of $600 each to support Queensland finalists attending the Bettine 
McCaughan Scholarship events in Melbourne. To my knowledge, unfortunately no 
Queenslanders were selected for the finals this year, but we hope to continue this 
support in future years of the competition. ANATS Queensland once again continued 
its support of the Ipswich Junior Music Eisteddfod through sponsorship of three 
sections and the ANATS Qld emerging voice award. We also continued our support 
of the Queensland Vocal Competition Festival through sponsorship of the Emerging 
Australian Art Song (14-17 years) section. And finally, the chapter supported the 
Mackay Eisteddfod for the first time, through sponsorship of the Song by an 
Australian Composer (16 Years and Under) section, including the donation of the 
perpetual trophy and a replica award. These sponsorships reflect ANATS 
Queensland's ongoing commitment to encouraging young singers and promoting 
Australian repertoire. 

What's Next? 



July 2026 Event:  

Although not required as part of the official reporting for the 2025-2026 financial 
year, I do want to briefly mention our most recent event: Future-Ready Voice 
Studios, held at Voices of Birralee in Bardon. 

This event explored the realities of modern studio teaching, including business 
management, studio policies, technology and AI use in the studio, and online 
teaching practices. The event featured presentations from Geoff Ashenden and Dr 
Dan Robinson, who shared their expertise on creating sustainable and effective 
independent teaching practices.  

A huge thank you to convenors Claudia Marcus and Breanna Sweet, along with the 
event subcommittee of Wendy Rolls and Ireni Utley, for their efforts in bringing this 
wonderful event together.  

Upcoming Events:  

The committee is in the process of planning a national webinar with an international 
guest to be held in October or November, as well as an in-person event for February 
2027. Stay tuned for more details on these upcoming events.  

National Conference 2027 

As many of you know, planning is well underway for the 2027 National Conference, 
Amplify, which will be held here in Queensland. Our committee members continue to 
contribute to planning and development of the conference, and we look forward to 
sharing more details as they become available.  

The People 

Reflecting on the past year, it is once again clear to me that the strength of ANATS 
Queensland lies in its people. 

This year, committee members have worked tirelessly to organise events, support 
members, manage chapter operations, strengthen regional engagement, maintain 
our finances, improve governance processes, and continue building strong 
relationships within the broader singing community. 

The events produced this year would absolutely not have been possible without the 
volunteers who generously contributed their time and expertise throughout the year. 

Thank Yous 

To our committee members, thank you for your time, passion, expertise and 
commitment. 



I’d like to offer my sincere thanks to: Our general committee members this year: 
Ajhriahna Henshaw, Kayleigh Pincott, Dave Spicer, Grace Arnell, Shaun Kohlman, 
and Beth Foad. National board representatives, Ireni Utley, Seamus Kirkpatrick, Dale 
Cox, and Sierra Webb. Regional representatives for the sunshine coast Breanna 
Sweet and Kath Williams (who has been on a leave of absence for medical reasons 
for much of this year). And our executive committee members: Claudia Marcus, our 
organiser extraordinaire and secretary; Steph Taylor, our wonderful treasurer who 
has kept our finances in order; and Vice-President Wendy Rolls, who has managed 
our chapter membership, kept our google calendar up-to-date, and has been a 
constant source of support for me and the rest of the committee. Wendy, there are 
so many things that would not have happened this year if it wasn’t for you!  

Today brings some changes to our volunteer lineup, so please indulge me while I 
thank those who are concluding their service today.  

Thank you to: Beth Foad for her 12 months of service on the committee. Sierra 
Webb for her 12 months of service, including a short term on the National Board. 
Kayleigh Pincott for her three years of service, including participation in multiple 
event sub-committees. Ajhriahna Henshaw for her five years of service, which has 
encompassed event planning, convening, and social media coordination. Seamus 
Kirkpatrick for his five years of service, which included two years on the national 
board, and a significant amount of time and energy dedicated to running the national 
membership database, along with being our resident live sound guru for both in-
person and recorded events. Thank you, Seamus, for donating so much of your time 
and expertise to the chapter. Dale Cox also finished up on our chapter committee 
earlier this year, although she remains a big part of the ANATS community—Dale 
took on the National Vice president role in November, and moved interstate earlier 
this year. 

Finally, I’d like to thank Claudia Marcus for her three years of service, including the 
last 12 months as our incredibly capable chapter secretary. Thank you, Claudia, for 
taking on this essential executive role, and for helping to keep us all organised this 
past year! We wish you the very best on your upcoming travels.  

Thank you also to all our presenters, volunteers, sponsors, partner organisations, 
and supporters. And most importantly, thank you to the members of ANATS 
Queensland. Your enthusiasm, engagement, and willingness to invest in your own 
professional development are what make this chapter such a vibrant and rewarding 
community to be part of. 

To conclude my report, I would like to let you all know that—while I will continue to 
serve on the ANATS Qld committee and the National Conference organising 
committee—I won’t be standing for re-election to the position of Chapter President at 
our committee meeting following the AGM today.  



I have completed five and a half years in this role, and in that time, I have had the 
privilege of overseeing more than thirty Queensland Chapter events and activities, 
including webinars and in-person workshops, networking and social gatherings, 
international presenter events and two Regional Singing Symposia. It’s my sincere 
hope that these activities have helped strengthen ANATS Queensland's sense of 
community, expanded opportunities for regional teachers, supported early-career 
teachers, and helped to maintain the vibrant and engaged membership that the 
Queensland chapter has always been known for.  

I have the utmost confidence that our chapter will be in the very best of hands in the 
coming year. I look forward to another exciting year and to continuing to support the 
members of ANATS Qld as we ramp up to the Queensland-hosted National 
Conference in 2027. I hope to see you all on the Sunny Coast in July next year!  

Thank you. 

 


